
DEFINITIONS

Term Section Act Definition
Bailable/Non-
Bailable Offence

2(c) BHARATIYA 
NAGARIK 
SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 
(BNSS)

“bailable offence” 
means an offence 
which is shown as 
bailable in the First 
Schedule, or which 
is made bailable by 
any other law for 
the time being in 
force; and “non-
bailable offence” 
means any other 
offence

Cognizable offence 2(g) BHARATIYA 
NAGARIK 
SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 
(BNSS)

“cognizable 
offence” means an 
offence for which, 
and “cognizable 
case” means a case 
in which, a police 
officer may, in 
accordance with the 
First Schedule or 
under any other law 
for the time being in 
force, arrest without 
warrant



2    Handbook on Offences and Punishments

Complaint 2(h) BHARATIYA 
NAGARIK 
SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 
(BNSS)

“complaint” means 
any allegation 
made orally or 
in writing to a 
Magistrate, with a 
view to his taking 
action under this 
Sanhita, that some 
person, whether 
known or unknown, 
has committed an 
offence, but does 
not include a police 
report.

Explanation.--A 
report made by 
a police officer 
in a case which 
discloses, after 
investigation, the 
commission of a 
non-cognizable 
offence shall be 
deemed to be a 
complaint; and the 
police officer by 
whom such report 
is made shall be 
deemed to be the 
complainant

Non-Cognizable 
offence

2(o) BHARATIYA 
NAGARIK 
SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 
(BNSS)

“non-cognizable 
offence” means 
an offence for 
which, and “non-
cognizable case” 
means a case in 
which, a police 
officer has no 
authority to arrest 
without warrant



DEFINITIONS 3    

Offence 2(q) BHARATIYA 
NAGARIK 
SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 
(BNSS)

“offence” means 
any act or omission 
made punishable by 
any law for the time 
being in force and 
includes any act in 
respect of which a 
complaint may be 
made under section 
20 of the Cattle 
Trespass Act, 1871 
(1 of 1871)

Schedule 1 (Part II) of the  BHARATIYA NAGARIK SURAKSHA 
SANHITA, 2023 (BNSS), (Central)

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENCES AGAINST OTHER LAWS

Offence Cognizable or non-
cognizable

Bailable or Non-
Baialble 

By what court 
Triable

1 2 3 4
If punishable 
with death, 
imprisonment 
for life, or 
imprisonment for 
more than 7 years.

Cognizable Non-bailable. Court of Session.

If punishable with 
imprisonment for 3 
years and upwards 
but not more than 7 
years.

Cognizable Non-bailable.

Magistrate of the 
first class.

If punishable with 
imprisonment for 
less than 3 years or 
with fine only.

Non-Cognizable Baialble Any Magistrate
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 b
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 p
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en
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 c
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 p

re
ve

nt
 

th
e 

co
m

m
is

si
on

 o
f s

uc
h 

off
en

ce
.

be
 g

ui
lty

 o
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 b
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t 

an
d 

pu
ni

sh
ed

 
ac

co
rd

in
gl

y.

A
s 

pe
r o

ffe
nc
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r o
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r o
ffe
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ed
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N
o.

 S
O
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27
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.0
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.
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ng
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ng

 c
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ta
in

ed
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su
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se

ct
io

n 
(1
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w

he
re

 
an

y 
off

en
ce

 u
nd

er
 th

is
 

A
ct
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as

 b
ee

n 
co

m
m

itt
ed
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 c
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pa

ny
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nd
 it
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ov

ed
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 th
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en
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s 
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 c

om
m

itt
ed
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e 
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r c
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ni

va
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e 
of

, o
r i

s 
att

ri
bu

ta
bl

e 
to

, 
an

y 
ne

gl
ec

t o
n 

th
e 
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rt
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ny

 d
ir

ec
to

r, 
m

an
ag

er
, 
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cr

et
ar

y 
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th
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ffi
ce
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of
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m

pa
ny
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di
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ffi
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al
l a
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 d
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pl
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r t
he

 
pu

rp
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f t
hi

s 
se

ct
io

n—
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) “
co

m
pa

ny
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ea

ns
 

an
y 

bo
dy

 c
or

po
ra

te
 a

nd
 

in
cl

ud
es

 a
 fi

rm
 o

r o
th

er
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so

ci
at

io
n 

of
 in

di
vi

du
al

s;
 

an
d

(b
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di
re

ct
or
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 in

 re
la

tio
n 
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rm

, m
ea
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 p
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er
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 th
e 
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m
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 c
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 o
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 p
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r o
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 re
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 o
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at
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) p
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, b
ut

 n
ot

 h
av
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f p

ra
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en
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at

 h
e 

is
 in

 
pr

ac
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r p
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A
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l b
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rs
t c
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 o
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pr
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 o
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r o
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ua
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en

ce
, 
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e 
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 o

th
er

w
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pr

ov
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 A
ct

, n
o 

pe
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on
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(a
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 n
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 c
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m
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 s
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r s
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o 
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de
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s 
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an
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 c
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ca
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 d
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m

en
t 
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ua
lifi
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n 
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m
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te
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e 
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r t
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at
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m
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r o
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itu
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fin
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ch
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t c
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pr
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 o
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 b
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e
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m
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r w
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on
 o

f A
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 p
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ng
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e 
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ov
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 o

f s
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-s
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tio
n 

(1
) s

ha
ll,

 w
ith

ou
t p

re
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di
ce
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ny

 o
th

er
 p
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, 

w
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ch
 m

ay
 b

e 
ta
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n 
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ns
t 

hi
m

, b
e 

pu
ni

sh
ab

le
 w

ith
 

fin
e,

 w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 e

xt
en
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on

 fi
rs

t c
on
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ct

io
n 
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 fi
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ou
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 ru
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nd
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n 
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y 
su
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eq

ue
nt

 c
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vi
ct

io
n 

w
ith
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m

en
t w
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 m
ay
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ea
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e 

w
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ay
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ne
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 ru

pe
es
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r w

ith
 b

ot
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) N

ot
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ng
 c

on
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in
ed
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 th
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se
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io
n 
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al

l a
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U
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ve
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th
er
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itu
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 o
r t

o 
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l p

ra
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m
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he
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er
 

in
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at
ed
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a 

or
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se

w
he
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ll 
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e 

as
 

A
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es
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ny
 c
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pa
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ns
 

of
 s
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ec
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t c
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 m
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 d
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 m
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 b
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itt
ed

 b
y 

a 
co

m
pa

ny
 a

nd
 it

 is
 p

ro
ve

d 
th

at
 

th
e o

ffe
nc

e h
as

 b
ee

n 
co

m
m

itt
ed

 
w

ith
 th

e 
co

ns
en

t o
r c

on
ni

va
nc

e 
of

, 
or

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
co

m
m

is
si

on
 o

f 
th

e 
off

en
ce

 i
s 

att
rib

ut
ab

le
 t

o 
an

y 
ne

gl
ec

t o
n 

th
e 

pa
rt

 o
f, 

an
y 

di
re

ct
or

, m
an

ag
er

, s
ec

re
ta

ry
 o

r 
ot

he
r 

offi
ce

r 
of

 t
he

 c
om

pa
ny

, 
su

ch
 

di
re

ct
or

, 
m

an
ag

er
, 

se
cr

et
ar

y 
or

 o
th

er
 o

ffi
ce

r 
sh

al
l 

al
so

 b
e 

de
em

ed
 to

 b
e 

gu
ilt

y 
of

 
th

at
 o

ffe
nc

e 
an

d 
sh

al
l b

e 
lia

bl
e 

to
 b

e 
pr

oc
ee

de
d 

ag
ai

ns
t 

an
d 

pu
ni

sh
ed

 a
cc

or
di

ng
ly

.
Ex

pl
an

at
io

n.
--F

or
 t

he
 p

ur
po

se
s 

of
 th

is
 se

ct
io

n-
-

(a
) 

“c
om

pa
ny

” 
m

ea
ns

 
an

y 
bo

dy
 c

or
po

ra
te

 a
nd

 i
nc

lu
de

s 
a 

fir
m

 o
r 

ot
he

r 
as

so
ci

at
io

n 
of

 
in

di
vi

du
al

s; 
an

d
(b

) 
“d

ire
ct

or
”,

 i
n 

re
la

tio
n 

to
 a

 
fir

m
, 

m
ea

ns
 a

 p
ar

tn
er

 i
n 

th
e 

fir
m

.


